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What does it take to make a dog cry FHHF
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While dog owners are familiar with face-licking and tail-wagging, a new study has
found that dogs can cry tears of joy to express their emotions.
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Katey Aldred, animal behaviourist and veterinary nurse
"It is a really exciting piece of research. "
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Japanese researchers found canine eyes well up with tears of joy when they are
reunited with their owners.
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Katey Aldred, animal behaviourist and veterinary nurse
"Research shows that the tear production is increased when the owner who's
separated from them return[s]."
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The study looked at the reactions of 22 dogs who were reunited with their owners
and other people they know.

WHFAF IS 1 22 RAAE 5 32 AN R AR BN B S A B o

Lingohack ©British Broadcasting Corporation 2022
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 1 of 3



Scientists believe dogs cry because of the release of oxytocin, the so-called
cuddle hormone.
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Katey Aldred, animal behaviourist and veterinary nurse
"We know that oxytocin is involved with social behaviour, bonds and attachment
and it can also play a modulating, fundamental role in emotional processing."
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The role of oxytocin was already known to researchers.
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Katey Aldred, animal behaviourist and veterinary nurse

"We know that emotional bonds with owners can be formed and it does relate
back to attachment style, just as it does in humans. It overlaps again back to
oxytocin because some studies show that plays the crucial role in the
development of that bond. Dogs and animals do have emotions. Happiness.
Frustration. Grief. Relaxation. My dogs right now are all laid around, you know,
just by me while I'm talking to you."
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But there is still a lot we can learn about our furry friends' emotions.
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Katey Aldred, animal behaviourist and veterinary nurse

"So we know from previous research that touching dogs can increase oxytocin
levels and as there is that inference that the oxytocin has contributed to the tear
production, it would really be great to know if it's just simply the presence of that
owner or the way that the owner is interacting with them."

I« BURTEEHE AT N F SR
“HATISEHT BT TCH AR, SR B 7 2K 230, R, ROAHERT 7
PRERAT B o iEOK, BUERATTAERIE, MR RIR B D0 T FTHR A B R RN
NEH, ERFAENS N ERTH. 7

Lingohack ©British Broadcasting Corporation 2022
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 2 of 3



What scientists are sure of is that the owners felt more desire to care for their
animals when they saw them with teary eyes.
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